
 

 
Wednesday 27th February, 6:00pm—7:30pm: 

Family Information Night: Exploring the Mundamia Early 
Learning Centre Philosophy and Curriculum 

and I feel honoured and 
excited to see your children 
learn and develop this year. 
Lynn Burns, our Noah’s 
Administration Manager, is 
the Mundamia Coordinator 
for this year so please feel 
free to ask Lynn any 
administration questions you 
might have.  

We are very fortunate at 
Mundamia to have a team of 
highly motivated and 
passionate professionals and 
all our educators work closely 
together. Our team looks 
forward to being a part of 
your family’s life. Thank you 
for entrusting us with the care 
and education of your child 
and we are enjoying getting 
you know you all. 

Alice Lans 

Welcome to 2019 at 
Mundamia Early Learning 
Centre.  

We are thrilled to welcome 
our new families and it is 
wonderful to see the familiar 
faces of our returning 
children and families. For 
some of you, this is the first 
time your child has been 
cared for by someone else 
and the start of a new 
journey. It is an important 
stage of any child’s life and a 
big milestone for all families. 
All our children have settled 
very quickly and are getting 
to know their educators. For 
those returning to us this 
year, it is lovely to see the 
children happy to return and 
seeing what they have learnt 
and how much they have 
grown in a short break! 

Research tells us that 
meaningful, nurturing 
relationships foster health 
brain development in young 
children. A working paper by 

the Centre on the Developing 
Child, Harvard  University 
states that “Young children 
experience their world as an 
environment of relationships, 
and these relationships affect 
virtually all aspects of their 
development.” At Mundamia, 
this is central to our 
educational program. We 
would like to invite all families 
to learn more about our 
educational curriculum on 
27th February at 6pm. Please 
see the section about this 
later in the newsletter. 

At the start of 2019, I 
assumed the role of Director 
of Mundamia and Bronwyn 
Davidson is the Educational 
Leader. My background is as 
a speech pathologist and I 
have been the CEO of 
Noah’s for the past 2 ½ 
years. I enjoy being an 
advocate for children and 
their families. I have had 
many years of experience 
working in Early Childhood 
Education and Care Centres 

From the Director... 

Date for your diary... 

Mundamia 
News 

F E B  2 0 1 9  



Our Mundamia Team 
 
The end of 2018 bought a few changes within the team at Mundamia. We farewelled Janine Singleton who has 
gone to further her studies in teaching and Katelin Mustow who has moved out to Western NSW. Rosana Nemet 
is now coordinating an exciting support and capacity building program for pre-schools as part of another Noah’s 
program.  
 
We would like to wish them all the best for their future endeavours and we hope to see them when they come in 
and visit us from time to time. A letter to all families is at the end of this newsletter with the details of all our 
current educators and team.  
 

Newsletter Permissions 
 
At the time of enrolment/re-enrolment you will remember that you were required to fill out 
some forms. Part of these forms were the permissions for various aspects within the 
service and one of these included permission for your child to appear within the 
newsletter. We would just like to bring this to your attention again to ensure you are all 
aware that your child’s photo may appear in the newsletter from time to time. 
 
If this has changed for you or you don’t want their photo in the newsletter could you please confirm this with 
staff. The Mundamia newsletter sent out monthly and is only distributed to families who have a child attending 
the service.  

Family Information Night 
 

“Exploring the Mundamia Early Learning Centre  
Philosophy and Curriculum” 
 

When: Wednesday 27th February 

Time: 6:00pm—7:30pm 

Where: Mundamia Early Learning Centre 

What will be discussed: Philosophy, Daily Routine, Individual 
Learning Journals and Curriculum intentions.  

RSVP: Please let Lynn know if you are attending by 26th Feb.  

Tea and coffee will be provided. 

Raising Children Network Information  
 
The Raising Children Network provides up-to-date, evidence-based, scientifically validated 
information about raising children and caring for yourself as a parent or carer.  
 
The site gathers information and translates it into everyday language with plenty of real-life 
examples. It’s can be a great tool for parents to find information to assist you in your parent 
role. 
 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/ 



 

Celebrations, Holidays and Special Occasions 
 

“Rituals or traditions, experiences shared regularly, contribute to a sense of community and belonging,  
as do celebrations that are handled sensitively. These can be valuable for children, families and educators”.  

A. Stonehouse 2013 
 
While it is important for children’s services to acknowledge holidays and cultural celebrations, all families 
celebrate different holidays and events and recognising this diversity is important. 
 
“Special occasions are celebrated in ways that recognise, respect and strengthen children’s appreciation of 
diversity and difference” (Early Years Learning Framework, 2009, p.72).  
 
In general, it is probably more valuable for the service’s children, families and educators, to create their own 
celebrations rather than focusing a great deal of attention on holidays. 
 
We would like to gain insight from families with respect to views on celebrations so that we can respect them 
and avoid either a child participating in something the family objects to or creating a situation in which a child is 
singled out or left out. 
 
In the section below, could you please provide celebrations and special occasions that you 
would like to see acknowledged ay Mundamia ELC? Likewise, could you please indicate 
occasions that you prefer your child not to participate. With this information, we are aiming to 
formulate a calendar of Celebrations and Special events for 2019.  
 
Please return this to any of our educators as soon as possible. (If you are unable print this, 
please collect one from Reception to fill in) 
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Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with us, enabling us to provide a culturally relevant 

curriculum for your child and family. 



Key Word Sign for Mundamia 
 

You may have noticed some of the educators in Mundamia using some very specific gestures. They are using 

Key Word Sign, a communication support system that uses Auslan signs to enhance spoken communication. 

This is a well-researched and recognised system to support the development of communication skills for 

children who are taking some time to develop spoken language skills. This system of communication support is 

also used with adults who find verbal communication challenging. 

Here are a few questions and answers to help you understand Key Word Sign so that you can support the 

Mundamia educators and children in their communication community. 

What is Key Word Sign? 

It is a simplified system of signing that uses the same signs as the Deaf 

community (Auslan). It is used with people who have communication 

difficulties. It differs from Auslan in that speech is always used with signing 

and only the key words in a message are signed. It is used by the people in 

the environment, not just the person with a communication difficulty. It adds a 

visual element to spoken language, and it helps to simplify and slow down 

spoken language, making understanding easier. Not every child will be able 

to use signing to get their message across, but EVERYONE can benefit from 

signing to help their UNDERSTANDING! 

What do I need to be able to use Key Word Sign? 

You need to know ONE sign to start! You should always speak and sign, and only sign one key - word while you 

speak your usual sentence. Use your usual good grammatical sentences! 

Eg. “Hello Joey, nice to see you today!” – sign ‘hello’ or ‘see’ or ‘you’ – BUT not all three words! Think about 

what your main idea is, and sign that idea. 

Always use the signs from Auslan, so any child who uses this system does not have to learn a new set of signs 

if they use signing in another environment. Our goal is to make communication easier. 

Will signing stop my child from speaking? 

No – there is good research that shows that signing the key word enhances communication development for 

those who are finding spoken language challenging.. Remember that we ALWAYS speak when we sign, so the 

child continues to receive a good language model. The signs just add a visual support to spoken language. As 

children’s spoken language skills improve their need for signing reduces. Remember though that we ALL find 

gesture and signing useful in many situations. 

Why should everyone do it? 

‘A communication disability does not just belong to the individual.  It belongs to the entire environment of which 

the individual is the focal point’.  Sandwell - Communication Aids Centre, UK. 

Creating a signing environment enhances the communication opportunities and experience of  those children 

who need extra support. As a by-product you may find yourself being able to use some signing in the 

community, making the world a friendlier places for all types of communicators! 

Where can I get more information? 

 Speak to your Mundamia educators. 
 Key Word Sign New South Wales    http://www.kwsnsw.com/ 
 Key Word Sign Australia   https://www.scopeaust.org.au/key-word-sign-australia/ 
 

Written by Shona Hojem, Speech Pathologist & Team Leader, Noah’s Inclusion Services 



New Hat and Mat Spaces  
 

Mundamia is trialling a new Hat storage System in 
both the 3-5 room and the 0-3 room.  

Each child has their own hat pocket that they are 
welcome to keep a hat here at the service.  

This encourages children to develop their sense of 
belonging and their self help skills as educators 
promote the children sense of agency.  

These are located outside on the veranda at the doors 
of each room.  

All families are encouraged to support their child/ren 
upon drop off and pick up to ensure that the hats are 
in their pockets.  
 

 
(Learning Outcome 1, Early Years Learning Framework, “Children have a strong sense of Identity’)  

Early Learning Everyone Benefits 
 
For anyone who hasn’t heard of this, you might like to check out their website or Facebook page. 
They provide some great information and helpful resources for families with young children. 
 

The Early Learning Everyone Benefits campaign is a national collaboration of 25 early 
childhood research, service and community organisations, peak bodies and parenting organisations. Together 
we reach more than 100,000 families, 150,000 children and 100,000 educators. Their goal is to increase com-
munity understanding of the long term benefits of early learning for children, families, communities and the na-
tion. 
 
Children who receive quality education and care prior to starting school are more likely to succeed in later 
schooling, find employment, and have improved mental and physical health. This means that investment in early 
learning can elevate Australia’s overall educational performance and long-term productivity.   
 
https://www.everyonebenefits.org.au/ 

https://www.everyonebenefits.org.au/partners
https://www.everyonebenefits.org.au/partners


 

 Please send a change of clothes to cover all 

seasons (labelled) 

 Send a change of clothes for wet/sensory/

messy/exploratory play (labelled) 

 Send a labelled drink bottle to be placed in 

basket on meal trolley (to be taken home and 

washed daily) (labelled) 

 Send a broad brimmed hat 

 It the children are outside when you arrive, 

please find your child’s sunhat (in hat storage 

unit) and help your child place it on their head 

if going outside 

 Apply sunscreen 

 Add nappies if needed in labelled nappy     

pockets (in bathroom) 

 Send children in shoes (preferably not thongs, 

as they present as a trip and slip hazard when 

children are navigating physically active play 

(labelled) 

 Children are keen to bring in items from home; 

it is difficult to ensure that these items do not 

get lost or broken. We would appreciate your 

assistance in encouraging your child to leave 

such items at home.  

 You are welcome to share an experience with 

your child prior to leaving (e.g., reading a book, 

changing their nappy if you would like to, and 

joining in with a play experience). 

 Find an educator engaged with a small group 

of children to help you say goodbye and settle 

your child by having them join in with the     

experience. 

Some things to 
remember... 

Xplor 
 

How are you feeling about Xplor? 
 
Do you still have questions regarding the new sign 
in process?  
 
Do you still require some help in setting up your 
Xplor Account? 
 
We now have a beacon which enables you to sign 
your child in and out from your own device.  
 
Speak to any of our educators who will show you 
and explain how this works. 
 
Please download the App onto your mobile device 
to allow you to access many features of this new 
system. 

 
Please speak to Lynn Burns, our Mundamia 
Coordinator or any of our staff and we can help 
you with any of your questions. 

We still have a few vacancies available on some days 
in both rooms.  

If you know anyone who is interested in a place in 
Mundamia, they can visit our website 
www.mundamia.com.au and fill out a waitlist form or 
they can contact us directly. 

Also, if you would like to pick up an extra day, please 
let us know.  

Vacancies 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 

Welcome to 2019 at Mundamia Early Learning Centre.  
 

We are looking forward to joining you in your child’s education and care journey. Thank you for choosing to 
entrust us with this very important role. High quality early childhood education and strong relationships can 
provide children with best start in life.  
 

Noah’s Mundamia Early Learning Centre started 3 years ago and has now established a robust curriculum for 
early learning, a stable team of staff and continues to use the natural bushland setting to give your child days 
that are calm, stimulating and environmentally and culturally respectful. Most of all, we are in an inclusive ser-
vice, that recognises children as confident and capable individuals. 
 

I would like to share some information about our staff within the service. 
 

In 2019, I will be assuming the role as Director of the Centre. Lynn Burns, whom many of you will know from 
our front desk, will be the Mundamia Coordinator and is there to answer administration and general questions 
you have.   
 
Our teachers are: 
 
0-3 ROOM 
Monday - Naume Machingura 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday – Leisa King 
 
3-5 ROOM 
Monday & Tuesday - Bronwyn Davidson 
Wednesday, Thursday & Friday - Naume Machingura (* covering a maternity leave position) 
 
* Amanda Hassett is on maternity leave and is planning to return in May and will resume her teaching role in 
the 3-5 room Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  
 
Our educators are: 
 
Mia Davidson    Jess Hohlastos     Jamie Bodycott 
Amy Seidel    Maureen Malss     Leigh-Ann McMahon 
Toshana Smith   Catherina Rosato     Carina Beattie  
Alyssa Perrin    Jodie Hart 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact any of the educators in the rooms if you have any questions or concerns and 
we look forward to an exciting and fulfilling year seeing your child grow and learn.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Alice Lans 
CEO - Noah’s Inclusion Services 
Director – Mundamia Early Learning Centre 



Please let us know 
what we are doing 
right and what we 

need to change 

We 
value your  

feedback on the  
services we provide for 

you and your family 

If you have any feedback about our services,  
you can… 

 
Talk to any of our staff 

Contact our CEO, Alice Lans  on 0439 827 745 or    

alans@noahsark.nsw.edu.au 

Contact Noah’s Vice President, Ian Patrick on 0414 832 100 

Fill out a Feedback Form and place it in the suggestion box at the 

front counter 


